
1. Looking at chapters one and two, describe Tree-ear and Crane-man 
based on their actions and words. What can you tell about their 
relationship to each other? Why is honour so important to them? 

2. Discuss Crane-man’s statement, “Work gives a man dignity, stealing 
takes it away.” (p. 4) in relation to Tree-ear’s encounter with the man 
who spilled his rice. On p.65 Tree-ear wonders if it’s stealing to take 
another person’s idea. Do you think Crane-man’s words on are 
applicable here too? 
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3. Crane-man tells Tree-ear, “Scholars read the great words of the world. 
But you and I must learn to read the world itself.” (p. 5) What does 
Crane-man mean by this? In what ways does Tree-
ear learn to “read the world”? 

4. What observations can you make about the 
homes, clothing, food, religion, traditions and 
customs of 12th-century Korea? How does Tree-
ear’s environment influence the way he lives, 
thinks and interacts with others on a daily basis? 

READING GUIDE



5.  Why do you think Min initially questions Tree-ear’s honesty? At 
what point do you think Min realises that he can trust Tree-ear? 

6. Tree-ear’s greatest hope is to make a pot and learn from Min, the 
greatest potter in the village. Why is this dream so important to 
him?  

7. Do you think Min is an admirable person? Why or why not?  

8. How do Min and Ajima treat Tree-ear differently? How have their 
own experiences shaped them? 

9. Why do you think Linda Sue Park gives so much detail about the 
pottery-making process? 

10. When Crane-man tells the story of “The Rock of the Fallen 
Flowers,” he cautions Tree-ear, “Leaping into death is not the only 
way to show courage.” (p. 125) What does Crane-man mean by this? 
At which points in the novel do you think Tree-ear shows most 
courage? 

11. Why do you think the author chooses not to 
spend much time describing Tree-ear’s stay at the 
palace and journey back to Ch’ulp’o? 

12. Towards the end of the novel, Min and his wife 
give Tree-ear the name Hyun-pil which shares a 
syllable with the name of their late son. (p. 147) 
Discuss the significance of this moment and of 
names throughout the novel.  
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1. Linda Sue Park uses similes to create certain images. For example, 
“The curt words swept over Tree-ear like cool rain over a parched 
field” (p. 31) and “Tree-ear wore mud like a second skin.” (p. 33) 
Rewrite these sentences without the simile. How do the images 
change?  

2. Korean inlaid celadon pottery was prized throughout Asia due 
to its remarkable craftsmanship and unique green-grey colouring. 
Taking inspiration from the Thousand Cranes Vase, draw your own 
celadon vase. 

3. Construct an illustrated timeline that tracks major contributions of 
Korea to the arts from the Goryeo dynasty to the present. Use the 
library, online sources and, if possible, museums to build a picture 
of Korean cultural life and its influence. 

4. Min uses a communal kiln to fire his pottery. Create a PowerPoint 
presentation on the ways in which science and technology have 
changed how modern artisans work. 

5. Music has been an important element of Korean culture since 
ancient times. P’ansori is a type of Korean folk song similar to a 
ballad that tells a long, narrative story and is often recited or sung, 
accompanied by drums. Write a P’ansori about Tree-ear’s life.

ACTIVITIES
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